Second meeting of the Inter-Departmental Committee on Development (IDCD)
6" September 2007, Conference Room 1, Irish Aid

Summary Minutes

Welcome speech from Minister of State, Michael Kitt T.D.

The Minister welcomed participants from the fourteen other Government
Departments and in his opening remarks highlighted that “an integrated approach to
development across all Government Departments” is a stated priority in the new
Programme for Government.

(1) The Dutch experience of Policy Coherence for Development (PCD)

The Minister especially welcomed Mr. Otto Genee who is Director of the Policy
Coherence Unit in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the Netherlands. Mr. Genee gave
a presentation to the Committee on the Dutch experience of PCD. The Dutch model is
widely hailed as best practise.

(2) Minutes of previous meeting
The inaugural meeting minutes were agreed by the Committee and it was agreed that
IDCD meeting minutes be put on the Irish Aid website.

(3) Terms of Reference of the Committee
The draft Terms of Reference of the Committee were agreed with one amendment
from Political Division, Department of Foreign Affairs.

(4) Synthesis Report

The synthesis report was approved by the Committee with one amendment from the
Department of Agriculture. The Report documents responses received from
Government Departments in relation to:

Q) development activities in which they are involved and

(i) how coherence in the Government approach to development might be
strengthened.

(5) Approach to the work of the Committee

Q) The Minister proposed to discuss the establishment of one or more sub-
groups at the third Committee meeting. This was agreed.

(i)  The Minister proposed to invite personnel from the Institute of
International Integration Studies in Trinity College Dublin to present to the
Committee at the third meeting. Their ongoing research on coherence was
noted. This was agreed.

(iii) It was agreed to invite members of the NGO community to present to the
Committee at the fourth meeting.



(6) Next Meeting
The next meeting of the IDCD will be on Tuesday 27th November 2007 at 12.00pm
in the Irish Aid office in Bishop’s Square.
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